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SAT Vocabulary: Perception & Understanding SAT - VOCABULARY

001 appraising ver o« discernible agecive

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

assessing the value or quality of something able to be perceived, recognized, or distinguished
The expert spent hours appraising the antique There was no discernible difference between the two
furniture collection, shaping how the audience products, revealing how perspective influenced the
interpreted the information that followed in the conclusions people drew from the same evidence.
discussion.

MEMORY CUE: A faint outline becomes discernible when it

MEMORY CUE: An appraiser studies an object beside a can finally be recognized through the fog.

price scale; appraising means judging value or quality.

ALSO - ADJECTIVE: able to be seen or recognized

002 conceptualize ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

005 distracted verb/adjective

. . . PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
to form an idea or concept in the mind . .
unable to concentrate due to being preoccupied;

It was difficult to conceptualize such an abstract diverted from attention

theory, revealing how perspective influenced the ) ) )
The distracted driver failed to notice the red traffic

light, helping the observers form a more accurate

MEMORY CUE: Conceptualize by drawing a blueprint understanding of the underlying issue.
inside a thought bubble before anything exists physically.

conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Five flashing alerts pull the mind away
from its task and leave it distracted.

003 discern vern

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING 006 diStI'aCtiOIl noun

to perceive or recognize something with difficulty or
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

effort . . . .
something that diverts attention; a state of being

It was difficult to discern the truth from all the distracted
conflicting reports, helping the observers form a more

accurate understanding of the underlying issue. seal msata e los @ e St Ssslom vlie g

to study, shaping how the audience interpreted the

MEMORY CUE: Use a magnifying glass in fog to discern information that followed in the discussion.

the faint shape with effort.

MEMORY CUE: A loud notification dragging eyes from a
book is a distraction.
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007 evaluate ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to assess or judge the value, quality, or importance of

The committee will evaluate all proposals before
making a decision, helping the observers form a more
accurate understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Evaluate by placing quality, value, and
importance on a judgment scale.

00s evaluated e

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

assessed or judged the value, quality, or importance of

The candidates were evaluated based on their skills
and experience, revealing how perspective influenced
the conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: The item was evaluated after its value and
quality were weighed on a scale.

009 €Xposure noun

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

the state of being exposed to something; experience or
contact with

Limited exposure to sunlight can lead to vitamin D
deficiency, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Exposure places something outside its

shield and in contact with the surrounding force.
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o010 hearing roun
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

the faculty of perceiving sounds; a legal proceeding
where evidence is presented

The court scheduled a hearing to review the new
evidence, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: An ear receives sound; a courtroom

hearing receives evidence.

011 identified verb

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
established or recognized the identity of something

The detective identified the suspect from the security
footage, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: A matching name tag shows that the
object's identity has been identified.

012 ignore verb

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to refuse to take notice of or acknowledge; to disregard
intentionally

You should never ignore the warning signs of a serious
illness, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Turn your eyes and ears away from the
ringing bell to ignore it intentionally.
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013 1gNOTEeS verv
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
refuses to take notice of; disregards

He ignores all criticism and continues with his
controversial approach, helping the observers form a
more accurate understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Someone who ignores a signal
deliberately gives it no attention.

L3 L3
014 imaginable agecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

possible to imagine or conceive

They tried every solution imaginable before finding
the right one, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: If the mind can place it inside a thought
bubble, it is imaginable.

L L
015 1IMAZINATY adjective
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

existing only in the imagination; not real

As a child, she had an imaginary friend named
Sparkle, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: An imaginary castle lives only inside a
thought bubble, not in the real world.
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016 1IMAZINE verv
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to form a mental image or concept of something not
present

Can you imagine what life was like before electricity,
shaping how the audience interpreted the information
that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Imagine by projecting a mental picture of

something that is not present.

017 imperceptible agecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
so slight or subtle as to be difficult to detect or

perceive

The changes were so imperceptible that no one
noticed them at first, revealing how perspective
influenced the conclusions people drew from the same
evidence.

MEMORY CUE: An imperceptible mark is so faint that even
a magnifying glass barely detects it.

ALSO - ADJECTIVE: so slight as to be impossible to perceive

01s iInsensible agecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

unconscious or unaware; lacking sensitivity

He was insensible to the cold after spending hours in
the snow, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: An insensible person lies unconscious
while sights, sounds, and touches pass unnoticed.

ALSO - ADJECTIVE: unaware of or indifferent to

5/13



SAT Vocabulary: Perception & Understanding

019 inspect ver

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to look at something closely to assess its condition or
quality

The mechanic will inspect the car before approving it
for sale, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Inspect a surface with a magnifying glass
to judge its condition and quality.

020 iINnspecting ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
examining something closely to assess its condition

The detective was inspecting the crime scene for
clues, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Inspecting means moving a magnifying
glass slowly over every detail.

021 interpret verb

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to explain the meaning of something; to understand in
a particular way

Scholars continue to interpret the ancient text in
different ways, shaping how the audience interpreted
the information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Interpret a coded message by unlocking
the meaning you understand it to contain.
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022 interpretation rou

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

an explanation or understanding of the meaning of
something

Her interpretation of the poem was both unique and
insightful, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: An interpretation is one reader's labeled
key to the meaning of a message.

023 judges verb

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

forms an opinion about something; presides over legal
proceedings

The panel judges contestants based on creativity and
skill, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: A judge weighs evidence on a scale to
form an opinion or legal ruling.

024« misconstrue ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to interpret something incorrectly; to misunderstand
the meaning

Please don't misconstrue my silence as agreement
with your proposal, helping the observers form a more
accurate understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: A sign read through a WRONG lens is
misconstrued and given an incorrect meaning.
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025 Mystifying agectie
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

utterly bewildering or perplexing

The magician's mystifying illusions left the audience
speechless, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: A mystifying puzzle hides every answer
behind layers of question marks.

026 ObseI Vable adjective
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

able to be noticed or perceived

The effects of the medication were observable within
a few hours, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: If an eye can notice the signal, the signal
is observable.

027 Observant adjective

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

quick to notice things; watchful and attentive

An observant detective noticed the small clue that
solved the case, shaping how the audience interpreted
the information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: An observant detective notices the tiny
clue everyone else misses.
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02s overlook ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to fail to notice or consider something; to have a view
from above

It's easy to overlook small details when you're in a
hurry, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: From a tower you overlook the town; in a

rushed list you may overlook a detail.

029 overlooked e

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
failed to notice or consider; ignored

The talented artist was overlooked for the prestigious
award, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: The tiny unchecked detail was overlooked
while attention passed above it.

030 perceive e

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to become aware of something through the senses or
mind

Different cultures may perceive the same gesture
differently, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Perceive by letting the senses or mind
switch on an awareness light.

7113



SAT Vocabulary: Perception & Understanding

031 presume ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to suppose something is true without proof; to take for
granted

I presume you have already read the report, revealing
how perspective influenced the conclusions people
drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Presume by placing a TRUE stamp on an
idea before proof has arrived.

032 pPresuppose ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
to require as a precondition; to assume beforehand

The argument seems to presuppose that everyone has
equal access, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: A presupposition is an assumption
installed as a foundation before the argument begins.

033 recognition rou

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

acknowledgment of something's existence, validity, or
legality; identification of someone or something

She received recognition for her contributions to the
field, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Recognition joins a familiar face to its
name and places an acknowledgment stamp beside it.
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034 recognizable agecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

able to be recognized or identified from previous
encounters or knowledge

The logo is instantly recognizable around the world,
revealing how perspective influenced the conclusions
people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: A recognizable face immediately connects
to a stored name from an earlier encounter.

035 Ir€COgNize ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to identify someone or something from having
encountered them before; to acknowledge the
existence or validity of

I didn't recognize her with her new haircut, revealing
how perspective influenced the conclusions people
drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Recognize a familiar face by matching it to
memory, or recognize a fact with an acknowledgment
stamp.

06 recognized e
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

identified from previous encounters; acknowledged as
valid or important

He is recognized as one of the leading experts in his
field, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: The face matched memory and the claim
received approval; both were recognized.
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037 reflect ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to throw back light, heat, or sound; to think deeply or
carefully about something

Take some time to reflect on what you want to achieve,
helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: A mirror reflects light; a quiet mind mirrors
an idea while thinking deeply.

03s reviewed ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
examined or assessed something formally; wrote a

critical evaluation

The committee reviewed all applications carefully,
helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Areviewed work has passed under a
formal magnifying glass and critical pen.

039 scrutinized e
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
examined or inspected closely and thoroughly

The accountant scrutinized every expense report for
errors, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: The object was scrutinized beneath a
magnifying glass that checked every detail.
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040 trace nounwverv
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to find or discover by investigation; a mark or line left
by something

Detectives were able to trace the phone call to a nearby
location, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Trace a trail by following the faint marks
back to their source.

a1 traced ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

followed or discovered the course or origin of
something

She traced her ancestry back five generations to
Ireland, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Investigators traced the line backward until
they discovered its course and origin.

02 underestimate ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to estimate something to be smaller or less important
than it actually is

Never underestimate the power of persistence and
hard work, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Underestimate by placing the estimate bar
below the object's true value.
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03 underestimated ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

judged to be smaller or less significant than the actual
value or extent

The challenger was underestimated by her
opponents and won decisively, helping the observers
form a more accurate understanding of the underlying

issue.

MEMORY CUE: The small estimate fell below the much
larger actual value; it was underestimated.

02« underestimating ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

in the process of estimating something as less than its
true value

By underestimating the project's complexity, they
failed to meet the deadline, helping the observers form
a more accurate understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: Underestimating means drawing a value
line lower than reality deserves.

s understandable -gecive

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
able to be understood; reasonable or expected under
the circumstances

Her frustration with the delayed flight was completely
understandable, revealing how perspective
influenced the conclusions people drew from the same
evidence.

MEMORY CUE: An understandable explanation switches
on a clear light in the mind.
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s watched ven

PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
looked at or observed attentively over a period of time

She watched the sunset from the balcony until the last
light faded, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: An open eye followed the subject
attentively over time; it watched.

047 construe ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
to interpret or understand in a particular way

His silence was construed as agreement, shaping how
the audience interpreted the information that followed
in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Construal is the meaning-lens through
which a person interprets a message.

048 astute agective
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

having sharp judgment and keen perception

The astute investor predicted the market crash,
shaping how the audience interpreted the information
that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: An astute observer spots the crucial clue
and makes a sharp judgment.
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09 perspicacious agecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

having a ready insight into things; mentally sharp

Her perspicacious analysis impressed the board
members, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Perspicacious eyes look through
complexity and immediately see the key insight.

050 perceptive adgecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
having keen insight or understanding

The perceptive teacher noticed the student's hidden
anxiety, helping the observers form a more accurate
understanding of the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: A perceptive mind catches a subtle clue
that less attentive eyes miss.

L3 L4
051 discerning adeciive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

having good judgment or taste

The discerning critic praised only the finest
performances, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: A discerning judge separates the excellent
choice from nearly identical alternatives.
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052 SAZACIOUS adjective
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
having acute mental discernment and wisdom

The sagacious elder offered invaluable advice, helping
the observers form a more accurate understanding of
the underlying issue.

MEMORY CUE: A sagacious guide combines sharp
discernment with a well-worn book of wisdom.

53 comprehend ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
to understand fully

It took years to fully comprehend the implications of
the discovery, revealing how perspective influenced the
conclusions people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: Comprehend by fitting every piece of the
idea into one complete mental picture.

0s4 fathom ven
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING

to understand after much thought

I cannot fathom why anyone would make such a
decision, shaping how the audience interpreted the
information that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Lower a thinking line into a deep idea until
its meaning is fully fathomed.
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055 decipher e
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
to succeed in understanding something difficult

Experts worked for years to decipher the ancient text,
shaping how the audience interpreted the information
that followed in the discussion.

MEMORY CUE: Decipher a locked code by turning its
strange symbols into clear meaning.

0se profound agecive
PERCEPTION & UNDERSTANDING
very deep or intense; showing great insight

The book offers profound insights into human nature,
revealing how perspective influenced the conclusions
people drew from the same evidence.

MEMORY CUE: A profound idea descends far below the
surface into deep insight.
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